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§ 116-15. Licensing of certain nonpublic post-secondary educational institutions.

(al)  The General Assembly of North Carolina in recognition of the importance of higher
education and of the particular significance attached to the personal credentials accessible
through higher education and in consonance with statutory law of this State making unlawful
any "unfair or deceptive acts or practices in the conduct of any trade or commerce," hereby
declares it the policy of this State that all institutions conducting post-secondary degree activity
in this State that are not subject to Chapter 115 or 115D of the General Statutes, nor some other
section of Chapter 116 of the General Statutes shall be subject to licensure under this section
except as the institution or a particular activity of the institution may be exempt from licensure
by one or another provision of this section.

(a2) Definitions. — As used in this section the following terms are defined as set forth in
this subsection:

(1) "Post-secondary degree". — A credential conferring on the recipient thereof
the title of "Associate", "Bachelor”, "Master", or "Doctor", or an equivalent
title, signifying educational attainment based on (i) study, (ii) a substitute for
study in the form of equivalent experience or achievement testing, or (iii) a
combination of the foregoing; provided, that "post-secondary degree" shall
not include any honorary degree or other so-called "unearned" degree.

(2) "Institution”. — Any sole proprietorship, group, partnership, venture, society,
company, corporation, school, college, or university that engages in,
purports to engage in, or intends to engage in any type of post-secondary
degree activity.

3) "Post-secondary degree activity". — Any of the following is "post-secondary
degree activity™:

a. Awarding a post-secondary degree.

b. Conducting or offering study, experience, or testing for an individual
or certifying prior successful completion by an individual of study,
experience, or testing, under the representation that the individual
successfully completing the study, experience, or testing will be
awarded therefor, at least in part, a post-secondary degree.

4) "Publicly registered name". — The name of any sole proprietorship, group,
partnership, venture, society, company, corporation, school, college, or
institution that appears as the subject of any Articles of Incorporation,
Articles of Amendment, or Certificate of Authority to Transact Business or
to Conduct Affairs, properly filed with the Secretary of State of North
Carolina and currently in force.

3 "Board". — The Board of Governors of The University of North Carolina.

(b)  Required License. — No institution subject to this section shall undertake
post-secondary degree activity in this State, whether through itself or through an agent, unless
the institution is licensed as provided in this section to conduct post-secondary degree activity
or is exempt from licensure under this section as hereinafter provided.

(c) Exemption from Licensure. — Any institution that has been continuously conducting
post-secondary degree activity in gxis State under the same publicly registered name or series of
publicly registered names since Jily 1, 1972, shall be exempt from the provisions for licensure
under this section upon presentation to the Board of information acceptable to the Board to
substantiate such post-secondary degree activity and public registration of the institution's
names. Any institution that, pursuant to a predecessor statute to this subsection, had presented
to the Board proof of activity and registration such that the Board granted exemption from
licensure, shall continue to enjoy such exemption without further action by the Board.
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