Part II of The Lamp and the Lampstand Parable

Now again the Lord, as He always does in His parables, uses common objects. He's speaking of a lamp, one in every house, and He's also setting the scene in a familiar place: the home. 
In Jesus' day, the lamp in houses was a clay dish filled with oil, with a wick inserted, and it was lit. Here's the question the Lord Jesus poses: is a lamp brought into a house to be set under a basket, or put under a bed; or is it not brought in to be set on a candlestick, a lampstand, so that that light may shed abroad in the whole house for the greatest benefit?

You know that lamps don't come anywhere, lamps are inanimate objects, but it seems that Mark is trying to signify that this lamp is a person, and this person has a purpose in coming to light the house...

Now that might seem to be obvious in its application, but it's not immediately because when you look at the original language, Mark says in the Greek language 'Is a lamp come into the house to be put under a bushel or under a bed?'. Now you know that lamps don't come anywhere, lamps are inanimate objects, but it seems that Mark is trying to signify that this lamp is a person, and this person has a purpose in coming to light the house. It's not hard to work it out, is it? The person is, of course, the Lord Jesus - and as John put it in John 3:19, He is the light who is come into the world. Now what is the purpose of this light, this lamp? Is it to be put under a basket, under a bed, or on a lampstand? Applying that to Christ, we ask: did the Lord Jesus come into the world to light up the world with the truth of God, or to be hidden? Of course, His purpose in coming was to shine: 'I am the light of the world'. But the fact of the matter was, the reality personally for many of the Jews, particularly the religious ones in Palestine in Jesus' day, was that the light of who Christ was, what His mission and purpose was, was hidden from their eyes; they could not see.
Isaiah 53 tells it well: 

'For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, and as a root out of dry ground. He has no form or comeliness; and when we see Him, there is no beauty that we should desire Him'
The light was hidden to them. 
John 3:19: 'This is the condemnation', upon men, 'that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil' - because they hardened their hearts through evil deeds, wickedness, and unbelief, they couldn't see the light, and they dwelt in darkness. John 1 verse 5: 

'The light shined in the darkness; and the darkness did not comprehend it'.

Now, the Lord's commentary on the parable in verse 21 is found in verse 22, look at it: 'For there is nothing hid, which shall not be manifested; neither was any thing kept secret, but that it should come abroad'. What had been hidden? 

Christ's glorious identity as Messiah, as the Son of God, as the Suffering Servant, Savior King was hidden to the unbelieving Jews of His day.

That's the interpretation of this parable, but you need to see also, verse 22 says, that what was hidden and what was not manifested, what was kept secret will eventually be shed abroad and will be manifested, revealed. That's interesting, isn't it? Now the obvious question is: when? The answer, I believe, is given in Revelation chapter 1 and verse 7: 

'Behold, he comes with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen'. 

The same ones to whom His light, His dignity, and His identity were hidden will be manifested to them in judgment on the day He comes again.
Now we must get our interpretations of all Scripture, particularly parables, right. So, the first aspect of truth in this parable is: 
1. The light of Christ is hidden.
2. From whom? (Answer) From those outside the Kingdom now.
3. When will those outside know who the light was? (Answer) The hidden glories will be revealed for all to see. 
Do you understand? 
At the revelation of Jesus Christ! As Philippians 2 put it:
'He was in the form of God and thought it not robbery to be equal with God: but made himself of no reputation, took upon him the form of the servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father'.
To those for whom that truth was hidden when He was on the earth, it will be manifested when He comes again to the earth.
The first aspect of truth in this parable is: the light of Christ is hidden from those outside the Kingdom now, but one day those hidden glories will be revealed for all to see...
The period of hiddenness is merely a prelude to the period of manifestation when Christ's apparent obscurity and weakness will be exchanged for messianic glory and power. 
Now, that is all very interesting and factual, but we might ask: so what? Verse 24 gives us the 'so what': 'He said unto them, Take heed what ye hear', or how you hear. Therefore, because Jesus has spoken the word of the Kingdom and sown it in men's hearts - the parable of the Sower: Memorize these points from this and previous parables.
· We need to have ears to hear, that means hearts that are good soil, 
· not hearts that are crowded by the affairs of this life, 
· the desire for other things; 
· not hearts that are shallow and when difficulty, persecution and temptation come along, we fall; 
· not hearts that are so hard, opening them to other things that make them hard by the trampling of the flesh, the world and the devil over our hearts that we cannot even receive the word of God; but good hearts. If we have those good hearts, we will then listen and receive the word of God. 
So He says, 'Take heed how you hear,' because a great day of unveiling and manifestation is coming: the revelation of Jesus Christ; we need to listen.
This is a lesson for all, whether unbelievers or believers: Jesus is coming again, and therefore, while we are here, we need to listen very carefully to the word of the Kingdom. 

Now, He gives us a principle that is behind that statement, verses 24 and 25: 

'With what measure you measure out, it shall be measured to you: and unto you that hear shall more be given. For he that has, to him shall be given: and he that has not, from him shall be taken even that which he has'.

Now again, we have repeated this as we've looked at these parables, the Lord is laying down a principle that every time you receive a fresh truth from God's word and you allow it to become real in your life, you can be sure that God will give you more truths to live out. On the other hand, failing to respond to God's truth results in losing what you previously gained. It's not just a standstill, but things will begin to unravel, and your spiritual life will rewind.
Let me illustrate this with Hebrews. If you have your Bible in front of you, which you should when studying the Word of God, follow along with me. Turn to Hebrews 5. This was the danger these Hebrew professing Christians faced. In Hebrews 5: 11, the writer reminds the Hebrews of this danger: 

'Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing', that's an interesting phrase. 'For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat'. 
The writer says the time had come when they should have been teachers, yet they needed to be taught again the basics of being Christ-like as they once possessed but had clearly lost. 
There is a clue to this in Hebrews 2 verse 1, the writer says: 'Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip'.
Failing to respond to God's truth means losing what you previously gained. It's not just a standstill, but things will begin to unravel and your spiritual life will rewind...
Therefore, the principle is this: the one who responds to the word of God receives more of it, but the one who does not respond loses what he thought he had! If you want to study that a bit more, look at the parable of the talents, the parable of the pounds. 
William MacDonald[footnoteRef:1]comments on this principle very well when he says, I quote: 'Obedience is the organ of spiritual knowledge. ' That's profound. 'Do you want to know more about the Bible?' - that's you, isn't it? - 'Obey what you know!'.  [1:  1 William McDonald. A theologian and teacher who wrote the Believer's Bible Commentary, a popular one-volume biblical commentary. Believer's Bible Commentary, Second Edition - Thomas Nelson Bibles] 

Let me repeat that: 'Obedience is the organ of spiritual knowledge. Do you want to know more about the Bible? Obey what you know; God will give you more.' 
That's the way it works, he goes on: 'It's interesting to think that you can reach a certain stage, and then you can come to a block. There is something there that you don't want to obey, and you plateau or even go downward'. I have experienced that; I'm probably experiencing it now. 
So, the first aspect of truth to this parable is that the light of Christ is hidden from those outside the Kingdom now, but one day those hidden glories will be revealed for all to see; therefore, as believers, would it not be better that our hearts were ready to receive the revelation of Jesus Christ now in His word? So that when Christ comes, and we encounter that great day of unveiling, it will not be as great a shock to us, and we will have great gain instead of great loss.
Remember that when we looked at the parable of the Sower, the seed and the soil, the correct interpretation was to see the Sower as the Lord Jesus Himself, and the soil as the Jews' response to His ministry. But we also saw a secondary level: this parable also sent the disciples out to sow; they were the Sowers, and these were the same reactions they were to expect, the reactions to the Lord Jesus. Now it's exactly the same with this parable; of course the light is the Lord Jesus, He is the Light of the world, and His light has been hidden from men, and it's still hidden from men - but though that was the case, and is the case, there is a secondary application to it: that we are to shine the light of Christ; we are to lift Christ's lamp on a lampstand for all the world to see.
So the second aspect of truth in this parable is that the light of Christ will be hidden from those outside the Kingdom, but those inside the Kingdom should not hide the light of Christ. Can I repeat that? The light of Christ will be hidden from those outside the Kingdom, but those inside the Kingdom should not hide the light of Christ. 
Now the parable tells us there were three places a lamp could be placed, but only one was the right place. 

Locations
1. It could be placed under a measuring bowl; that's what a bushel is - that was the usual means, at bedtime, of extinguishing the light so that you could go to sleep. 
2. Or the light could be put under a bed, and that may have been a dining coach - but if that happened, the dining coach wouldn't be there for very long; it was a fire hazard! Those weren't the places where you put lamps if you want to light the room and the whole house, 
3. But it should be put on a stand in order to illuminate, and when it illuminated, it fulfilled its purpose.
We are to shine the light of Christ, we are to lift Christ’s lamp on a lampstand for all the world to see…

This is a beautiful truth because the Lord is showing us that the divine intention is to display the precious things of the Kingdom of God. 

God wants people to know them – now.
WHY?
· Their hearts might be too hard to receive them; 
· They might be too shallow to embrace them all; 
· They might be crowded with other things.
God intends that these precious mysteries of the Kingdom be displayed. 
What is His means of displaying them?
It is for Jesus’ disciples; it was their task to illuminate the divine word! Isn't that how Matthew recorded that in Matthew 10:27: 

'What I tell you in darkness', Jesus said to the disciples, 'That speak ye in light: and what ye hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the housetops'.

The mystery of the Kingdom is not to be kept to yourselves alone, but it is to be held forth as a bright and shining light for the whole world to see.
That's what the Apostle Paul meant when he said in Philippians 2- interestingly, the same passage as we have the condescension and exaltation of the Lord Jesus- every knee bowing to Him eventually one day, and then we read in verses 15 and 16: 

'That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither labored in vain'.

The disciples were to take this light and shine it forth, but you know I don't think the Lord just meant the individual disciple, because the risen glorified Lord in the book of Revelation, which is a revelation of Himself, Jesus Christ, tells us in Revelation chapter 1 verse 20:
 'The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden lampstands', this is the interpretation: 'The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands which you saw are the seven churches'. 

Ultimately, the church, God's assembly of believing people, is responsible for shedding Christ's light abroad! The light of Christ will be hidden from those outside the Kingdom, but those inside the Kingdom should not hide it. 
Did the early church hide the light inside the Kingdom? Oh no, they didn't! Listen to one of its apostles: 

'That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; (For the life was manifested', it was revealed, 'and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;) That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ'
1st John 1:1-3.

What was manifested to us, we declared to you! They didn't hide it. Even when the apostles were told, 'You are forbidden to speak in the name of that Jesus' (Acts 4:20, we read that Peter said: 'We cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard'. We can help it!
Incidentally, you need a filling of the Holy Spirit to be like that, and we find that Peter had it, and the apostles, in Acts 4, verse 8, that gave them that boldness. Did they hide it, even under the pressure of persecution and death itself? No! 'We can't help telling you what we've seen, what we've heard!'. 
Then in Acts again, in Acts 20:27, if you have read Acts, Paul was leaving the Ephesian elders, and he says these words:

'I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God'.

The early church didn't hide this message, they shone that light. They were the effective proverbial lampstand that set forth Christ and allowed His light to shine, not only in the church, but abroad and beyond - so that they turned the world of their day upside down, and the whole world was ablaze for Christ.

Someone has suggested allegorizing this a little: the basket could speak of business, and the bed could speak of laziness, both certainly enemies of evangelism...

Now, how are we doing with that commission? I think we're somewhat hindered; would you agree? I'm not saying this is the correct interpretation of the parable I'm about to give you, but someone has suggested allegorizing it a little: the basket could speak of business, and the bed could speak of laziness, both certainly enemies of evangelism. Do they not speak to us of the rocky ground, the shallow soil, the hardships we come across, the persecution along our path; or the thorny soil where temptation, the world, and the desire for other things intrigue us, and so we don't sow the seed anymore? What about fear, is it not one of the biggest obstacles in all of our lives to sowing the seed of God's gospel today? 
We who are believers in the Lord Jesus Christ are called by the Lord in His light; as the church, we are the lampstand. Perhaps there's someone who is taking this course or auditing this course - maybe only one – so that's enough. I'll teach you in this video, whoever you are, and you are saying, "Dr. Case, I want to shine better." Well, here's a bit of advice from this parable for you. To bring light into that house, the lamp had to use itself up; the oil had to be burned away. 
What application is there for us in that: 
· we need to die to ourselves; 
· we need to decrease if He is going to increase. 
You have to ask yourself a question: 
Am I ignitable?
Additionally, you must ask God to deliver you from the dread asbestos of other things. Saturate me with the oil of the Spirit that I may be aflame. 
If you want to shine more, you have to die to yourself. 
Here's another piece of advice: the oil has to be replenished. The wick of the lamp could only give out if it had first taken in. You see, we need to be continually be in the spiritual position to take in, and one thing we ought to be taking in is: be continually being filled by the Holy Spirit, Ephesians 5:18. If we die to ourselves, and if we get filled with the Holy Spirit, hardships will not put us off, temptation will not put us off, persecution will not put us off, the desire for other things will not put us off, but we will have an understanding and an honest heart - we will receive the word of God and bear fruit to His glory. The question is: are we doing it? Are you sowing the seed of the Kingdom, sisters and brothers?
The question we need to face, and it's a very serious one in the light of the parable of the lamp and its stand, is: there could be an evangelical cover-up; are we covering this light? Are we keeping it from shining, or are we setting it on a stand?
The church needs fruit. The church needs lampstands. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, needs them. Will you be one? Will I be one? Or will we just live for ourselves and let the world go to hell?


