
WEEK Four 
Assignment: READ: The Bible. Luke 6:47-49 or Matthew 7:24-27. 

The Parable of the Wise and Foolish Builders. 

 
47 As for everyone who comes to me and hears my words and puts them 

into practice, I will show you what they are like. 48 They are like a man 

building a house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock. 

When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, 

because it was well built. 49 But the one who hears my words and does not 

put them into practice is like a man who built a house on the ground 

without a foundation. The moment the torrent struck that house, it 

collapsed, and its destruction was complete.” 

Luke 6:47-49 

 

Luke 6:47-49 emphasizes the importance of not only hearing Jesus' 

teachings but also putting them into practice, comparing those who do so to 

a wise builder who builds on solid rock rather than shifting sand. It further 

elucidates that authentic discipleship requires obedience to Jesus’ words, 

rather than merely invoking Him as 'Lord.” Jesus likens obedient followers 

to builders who dig deep and lay their foundations on rock, enabling them to 

withstand life’s storms, whereas those who hear but do not act crumble like 

a house without a foundation. This parable, in which Jesus contrasts genuine 

discipleship with superficial profession through the metaphor of two 

builders, shows that the wise builder's house, built on rock, endures floods, 

while the foolish builder's house, lacking a foundation, collapses 

catastrophically when the flood arrives. It shows that only those who listen 

to and obey Christ's teachings have authentic, enduring faith. 

 

Overview 

This passage concludes the Sermon on the Plain Jesus delivered. (We 

will review the distinctions between the Sermon on the Plain and the Sermon 

on the Mount). It contrasts two groups: those who listen to and obey His 

teachings, and those who hear but disregard them. The imagery of 

constructing a house illustrates the outcomes of each response. 

 

Key Themes 



1. Obedience vs. Empty Profession. Jesus challenges people who call Him 

“Lord, Lord” but do not follow His commands. Calling Jesus “Lord” 

implies allegiance; failing to obey reveals inconsistency.  

2.  The Wise Builder (Obedience):  

- The wise builder comes to Jesus, hears His words, and acts on them.  

- Digging deep to lay a foundation on rock symbolizes intentional, 

disciplined obedience.  

- The “rock” represents Christ’s teaching and the stability found in 

living by it. When floods (trials, temptations, suffering) come, this 

life stands firm.  

3. The Foolish Builder (Disobedience)  

- The foolish builder hears Jesus’ words but does not act. 

- Building without a foundation symbolizes superficial faith. 

When storms come, the life collapses “immediately,” showing the danger of 

hearing without obeying.  

 

Understanding the difference in the Sermon on the Plain and the Sermon 

on the Mount.  

What Was the Sermon on the Plain? 

The Sermon on the Plain offers guidance for living within the social 

context of the New Testament, marked by social inequities and personal 

conflicts—as has been observed throughout human history. Luke emphasizes 

God’s compassion for the marginalized members of society. The final of the 

four woes in the Sermon on the Plain urges those in positions of privilege to 

show compassion to the impoverished and distressed in this life. The 

extensive audience present at the Sermon on the Plain learned of God’s plan 

to care for fellow believers. Furthermore, Jesus’ ministry of healing adhered 

to the principles outlined in His Sermon on the Plain. 

The Sermon on the Mount contains nine beatitudes, beginning with "Blessed 

are the..." (Matthew 5:3-11), whereas the Sermon on the Plain contains four 

beatitudes (Luke 6:20-23). These two sets of beatitudes exemplify reversals 

of fortune, characterized by a pattern: a description of a challenging 

situation on earth contrasted with a significant blessing in the kingdom of 

God.  

The beatitudes in the Sermon on the Plain specifically address poverty, 

hunger, weeping, and hatred. For instance, verse 21 states, "Blessed are you 

who are hungry now, for you will be satisfied." A comparable beatitude in the 

Sermon on the Mount describes those who hunger and thirst after 

righteousness (Matthew 5:6).  



In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus speaks of individuals experiencing physical 

hunger, most likely due to poverty. The tone of the Sermon on the Plain is 

notably more earthy. 

While the Beatitudes of the Sermon on the Mount delineate Jesus’ 

conception of a fulfilled spiritual life in Christ, the Beatitudes of the Sermon 

on the Plain emphasize the importance of respecting economic and social 

differences. In Matthew 5:3, the initial beatitude of the Sermon on the Mount 

pertains to the 'poor in spirit.' Luke 6:20 offers a more tangible expression 

of Jesus' message: in a corresponding beatitude within the Sermon on the 

Plain, Jesus directs His message to individuals who are simply 

impoverished. The Sermon on the Plain further references individuals who 

are hungry, mournful, and persecuted for their Christian faith. 

The four beatitudes recorded by Luke are succeeded by four “woes.' 

These serve as cautions to both new and prospective Christians to emulate 

the life of Christ. These warnings are directed toward individuals 

experiencing present prosperity. Jesus cautions those in comfort about 

potential reversals of fortune; namely, current ease may lead to future 

oppression. These warnings include advice about accumulating riches, 

seeking sufficient nourishment, enjoying joviality, and gaining others' 

praise. In the Sermon on the Plain, Jesus asserts that prosperity in this life 

is transient. Future conditions will be less comfortable, characterized by 

increased hunger, mourning, and lamentation. Jesus also warns that 

popular opinion of those currently deemed successful will deteriorate. 

 

What Did Jesus Teach at the Sermon on the Plain? 

The Gospel of Luke is often called the social Gospel because of its 

compassionate attitude toward the impoverished and its focus on 

benevolence. The sermon includes several revolutionary “zingers” of 

Christian principles—frequently cited throughout history—that address 

interpersonal relations, such as: 

·      Love your enemies and do good to those who hate you (Luke 6:27). 

·      Do unto others as you would have them do unto you (Luke 6:31). 

·      Do not judge, and you will not be judged (Luke 6:37). 

For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks (Luke 6:45). 

The Sermon on the Plain concludes with Jesus delivering a parable to 

the large assembly, contrasting a house constructed on a solid foundation 

with one built on an unstable base (Luke 6:48-49). A prevalent interpretation 

of this parable is that attentive listening to and adherence to God’s word—

articulated by Jesus in His sermons—will establish a robust spiritual 

foundation within an individual. Consequently, the individual's “house” will 

remain unshaken and unaffected by the storms of life. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/6-27.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/6-31.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/6-37.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/6-45.html


 

 

What Was the Main Purpose of This Sermon Series? 

The Sermon on the Mount was prompted by inquiries from the 

Pharisees and Jesus’ own disciples regarding his ministry practices. The 

Pharisees were concerned that Jesus forgave people's sins in the name of 

God. They also disapproved of his healing activities performed on the 

Sabbath. According to the Pharisees, Jesus was violating Jewish law. In the 

Sermon on the Mount, Jesus clarifies and corrects the Pharisees' beliefs. 

Jesus also guides His disciples, new followers, during the Sermon on 

the Plain. Luke 6:20 states, 'Looking at his disciples, he said…' and then Jesus 

proceeds to the main part of his sermon. In Luke 6:46, Jesus reproves His 

disciples: 'Why do you call me “Lord, Lord,” and do not do what I say?' Jesus 

acts as a teacher rebuking His students. 

The Sermon on the Mount and the Sermon on the Plain impart 

guidance to early Christians and contemporary audiences on several 

fundamental principles, as articulated by Russell Benjamin Miller in the 

International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, 1915. These essential principles 

include the duty of universal love, the equality of all people, and the 

obligation to assist the less fortunate with a charitable spirit. As stated in the 

Sermon on the Plain, "Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes 

what belongs to you, do not demand it back" (Luke 6:30). 

 

 

Are the Sermon on the Mount and Sermon on the Plain Different? 

Both sermons establish a moral framework for Christians. The 

teachings in Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount aim to reform followers' spiritual 

attitudes. The Sermon on the Plain's overarching message encourages 

Christians to emulate Christ’s example by engaging in compassionate, 

generous acts toward the less fortunate. 

One significant distinction between the two sermons is that the Sermon 

on the Mount contains five additional beatitudes compared to the Sermon on 

the Plain. The supplementary beatitudes found in Matthew 5:5-9 commend 

the meek, those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, the merciful, the 

pure in heart, and the peacemakers. These beatitudes speak to the spiritual 

essence of both ancient listeners and contemporary audiences. 

The Sermon on the Mount and the Sermon on the Plain establish the 

foundation for the new Christian church. The messages conveyed in these 

sermons are enduring and eternal for all followers of Christianity and 

inquirers alike. 

 



Historical Context 

In Palestine, sudden flash floods could destroy poorly founded houses. 

Jesus uses this familiar image to show the need for a secure spiritual 

foundation. 

 

Biblical Connections 

Matthew 7:24–27: Parallel parable of wise and foolish builders. 

James 1:22–25: “Be doers of the word, not hearers only.” 

Psalm 127:1: “Unless the Lord builds the house…” 

1st Corinthians 3:11: Christ as the only true foundation. 

 

In Luke chapter 6, Jesus delivers a teaching to a substantial gathering 

on a level area, presumably a plain or plateau. The assembly comprises 

individuals from diverse regions who have assembled to listen to His 

discourse. Among the attendees are His disciples, who have followed Him 

and gained insight from His teachings. 

As Jesus addresses the crowd, He uses a parable about two builders to 

illustrate the importance of not only hearing His words but also putting them 

into practice. The scene is set in the open countryside, with the sun shining 

down on the diverse group of listeners gathered around Jesus. 

The atmosphere is one of anticipation and curiosity as the crowd hangs 

on Jesus’ every word, eager to learn from the wisdom He imparts. The 

disciples are attentive, knowing the lessons they receive will shape their 

understanding of faith and guide their future actions. The setting is serene 

yet charged with spiritual significance, as Jesus imparts timeless truths that 

continue to resonate with believers today. 

What is Luke 6:47-49 about? 

Envision the construction of a robust edifice—potentially a 

skyscraper—upon a fragile foundation. No matter how aesthetically pleasing 

the design, the structure will inevitably collapse under stress. Similarly, our 

lives resemble buildings, with our beliefs and values as the foundation. We 

fortify our faith by anchoring our existence in the teachings of Jesus. A life 

founded on the principles of Jesus’ teachings can withstand the adversities 

and uncertainties we face, much like a resilient foundation endures storms 

and natural calamities. 

When we build our lives on Jesus' teachings, we ground ourselves in 

timeless wisdom, love, and compassion. Jesus’ teachings underscore core 

values such as kindness, forgiveness, and humility, which can guide us 

through both prosperous and challenging periods. These teachings offer us 

a moral compass, a sense of purpose, and a reservoir of strength. By 

embracing and integrating these principles into our daily lives, we cultivate 



a profound and enduring faith that sustains us through life’s trials and 

tribulations. So, the next time you face a challenge or uncertainty, consider 

grounding your life in the teachings of Jesus, which provide a solid 

foundation for your faith. 

 

Understanding what Luke 6:47-49 really means 

In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus gives a profound instruction about the 

need not only to listen to His words but also to apply them in practice. This 

excerpt sits within a sequence of teachings in which Jesus underscores the 

importance of embodying His teachings in our everyday lives. 

Jesus commences by stating, “Everyone who comes to me and hears my 

words and puts them into practice.” Here, He emphasizes three fundamental 

actions: approaching Him, listening attentively to His teachings, and, most 

critically, putting them into practice in our daily lives. This resonates with 

James 1:22, which urges us not merely to listen to the word but to do it. 

Following this statement, Jesus introduces a parable to illustrate the 

consequences of heeding or neglecting His words. He compares those who 

put His teachings into practice to a wise man who builds his house on a solid 

rock foundation. This imagery underscores the importance of a strong 

foundation in both physical and spiritual realms, as seen in Matthew 7:24-

25. 

The metaphor continues as Jesus describes how the house built on a 

rock withstands the torrential flood, symbolizing life’s challenges. This 

imagery resonates with Psalm 46:1-3, where God is our refuge and strength 

in times of trouble. Conversely, the house without a foundation represents 

those who hear but do not act on Jesus’ teachings, leading to inevitable 

collapse, as Proverbs 10:25 highlights. 

In contemporary society, marked by uncertainties and challenges 

comparable to the torrent described in the parable, the message endures. 

Establishing a solid spiritual foundation in Jesus is essential for effectively 

navigating life’s difficulties. As the anecdote shows, an individual can 

maintain steadfast faith amid adversity, and our foundation in Christ 

supports us through the most severe periods. 

When Jesus speaks of digging deep and laying a foundation on rock, He 

emphasizes the intentional effort required to build a strong faith base. This 

involves prayer, studying the Scriptures, and living out His teachings daily. 

The stability that comes from being well-built on Christ doesn’t exempt us 

from challenges but provides a peace that surpasses understanding, as Jesus 

is our unwavering anchor. 

Conversely, a life not grounded in Jesus is fragile, susceptible to 

collapse when faced with trials. The image of a house without a foundation 

https://godsbless.ing/commentary/matthew/matthew_7_24-25/
https://godsbless.ing/commentary/matthew/matthew_7_24-25/
https://godsbless.ing/commentary/psalms/psalms_46_1-3/


crumbling under pressure starkly reminds us of the consequences of 

neglecting Jesus’ teachings. As 1st Corinthians 3:11 asserts, Jesus is the only 

foundation on which we can build a lasting and secure life. 

In conclusion, Jesus’ words in Luke 6:47-49 urge us to reflect on the 

foundation of our faith. Let us heed His teachings and apply them in our 

lives, so we may stand firm when life's storms rage. May we all build our lives 

on the solid rock of Jesus’ words, finding strength, peace, and unwavering 

hope in Him. 

Are we building our lives on a firm foundation? 

In this verse, Jesus urges us to build our lives on a firm foundation, like 

a man who built his house on solid rock. By doing so, we establish a strong, 

unshakable foundation for our lives. This foundation is built on faith, trust, 

and obedience to God’s teachings. 

Just as a house built on rock can withstand storms and floods, our lives 

can too weather the challenges and trials we face when we build on a solid 

foundation. This foundation is grounded in a personal relationship with God, 

a commitment to following His word, and a reliance on His strength and 

wisdom. 

By contrast, if we build our lives on a weak foundation, represented by 

sand in the verse, our efforts will crumble when faced with difficulties and 

adversity. It is a reminder for us to reflect on the foundation upon which we 

are building our lives – whether it is on the solid rock of God’s truth and love, 

or on the shifting sands of worldly desires and human wisdom. 

 

Application 

In the workplace of life, let’s pave our paths with the sturdy bricks of 

faith and action. Let’s not just talk the talk but walk the walk, strengthening 

our resolve to weather any storms that come our way. Are you ready to fortify 

your life on the unshakable foundation of God’s teachings? 

 

 

Key Insight 

Jesus doesn't want your "Lord, Lord" — he wants your obedience. Everything 

depends on whether you build on bedrock or air. 

https://godsbless.ing/commentary/1%20corinthians/1_corinthians_3_11/
https://godsbless.ing/commentary/luke/luke_6_47-49/

